
Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District 

Board of Directors - MEETING AGENDA 

January 12th, 2026  3:00 pm 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Stuart Crook, Stephen Dietrich, Kirk Ford, Jim Phelan, Mike Sardella, Galen Weston, Gary 
Whitson 

Public Comment 

(5 minutes per item maximum) We would like to welcome the members of the public who have taken the time to 
bring their concerns to this meeting. Any member of the public may address the Board relating to any matter 
within the Board's jurisdiction. This need not be related to any item on the agenda; however, the Board cannot act 
on an item unless it was noticed on the agenda. 

Business 

 Discussion and action related to Resolution 2026-01 Notice of Exemption for Covington Big Hill 
Fuel Reduction Project. 

 Discussion and action related to Proposal for Allen Family Philanthropies. 

Correspondence and Announcements 

Other Matters at the Discretion of the Chair 

Adjournment 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact District Manager Lindsay Mattos at (209) 559-9066.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 
enable the TCRCD to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting (28CFR35.102-35.104 
ADA Title II) 



   
 

   
 

Resolution No. 2026-01 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TUOLUMNE COUNTY RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
ADOPTING NOTICE OF EXEMPTION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOR 

THE COVINGTON BIG HILL FUEL REDUCTION PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District (TCRCD), a special district organized 
under state law, with no enforcement or regulatory functions, works closely with individuals, groups and 
agencies to enhance the management and sustainable use of natural resources, and; 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors (Board) for the District recognizes the critical need for forest health 
and fuel reduction projects to protect natural resources, people, and property within Tuolumne County, 
and; 

WHEREAS, the Covington Big Hill Fuel Reduction Project which will be carried out by American Forest 
Foundation,  will reduce hazardous fuel loading and create a shaded fuel break condition on portions of 
6 private parcels along Covington Mine, Columbia Crest, and North Bald Mountain Roads; and 

WHEREAS, the Covington Big Hill Fuel Reduction Project fits under CEQA Categorical Exemption, Class 4, 
Section 15304, which exempts minor alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation 
which do not  involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural 
purposes; and  

WHEREAS, the TCRCD has prepared a Notice of Exemption for the Covington Big Hill Fuel Reduction 
Project and supporting documentation. 

Now, therefore, be it RESOLVED, that the Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District 
(TCRCD) Board of Directors; 

1. The Board of Directors based on the evidence presented, both written and oral, hereby adopts 
the Notice of Exemption for the Covington Big Hill Fuel Reduction Project; and 

2. Directs the District Manager or District Forester to file a Notice of Exemption with the County 
Clerk of Tuolumne County and State Clearinghouse. 

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS DULY AND REGULARILY ADOPTED by the Board of Directors 
of the Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District at a special meeting of the Board held on 
January 12th, 2026. Motion by __________________ and second by _______________________. 
 
Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES:                                      NOES:                                ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
 
Signed by ______________________________  Name/Title: ________________________________ 
 
Submitted by: _______________________________ 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
  
 

  

  
   

   

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
     

 
  

 
      
 

   

   
 

      
   

 
   

 

 

  

 

  

 

        Statutory Exemptions. State code number:  

          

   

_______________________________________________

Print Form 

Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

 From: (Public Agency):  ____________________________To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113

 _______________________________________________Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

 County Clerk 
(Address) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

County of:  __________________ 

Project Title:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Applicant:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Location - Specific: 

Project Location - City: ______________________ Project Location - County: 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

_____________________ 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  _____________________________________________________ 

Name of Person or Agency  Carrying Out Project: ________________________________________________ 

Exempt Status:  (check one): 
Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: ____________________________ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _______________ 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No 

Signature: ____________________________ Date: 

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:  
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

_______________ 

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:  ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________ Title: _______________________ 

Revised 2011 



Notice of CEQA Exemption 
 

To: Tuolumne County Clerk, 2 South Green Street Sonora, CA 95370 
From: Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District, 81 N. Washington St. Suite B, Sonora CA 95370 
Date: January 12, 2026 
Project Title: Covington Big Hill Fuel Reduction Project 
Project Location: T2N, R15E, Portions of Sections 17, 18, 19, 20; MDBM. Tuolumne County, State of California 
Lead Agency Contact Person: Frank Lewicki, TCRCD District Forester  
 
Project Description: The proposed project, which will be carried out by American Forest Foundation,  will reduce 
hazardous fuel loading and create a shaded fuel break condition on portions of 6 private parcels along Covington 
Mine, Columbia Crest, and North Bald Mountain Roads. The project area is approximately 65 acres in size.  The 
project area ranges in elevation from approximately 2,900 to 3,200 feet above sea level.  The objective of the project 
is to reduce hazardous fuel loading to  create or  restore shaded fuel break conditions to areas that were treated 10 to 
20 years ago on portions of these 6 private parcels.  These parcels are strategically located in a Very High fire hazard 
zone and will restore safe ingress and egress for residents on North Bald Mountain, Covington Mine, and Columbia 
Crest Roads, and protection of the Yankee Hill communications towers.  Vegetation at the site would best be described 
as Oak Woodland; however, there is a significant amount of ponderosa pine, sugar pine, incense cedar and a few 
Douglas-fir in the overstory. Overstory tree species consist primarily of canyon live oak, interior live oak. California 
black oak, ponderosa pine, sugar pine, incense cedar, and a few Douglas fir.. Much of the project area has been treated 
in the past and the understory consists primarily of live oak, black oak, manzanita, chamise, poison oak and toyon 
sprouts ranging from two to ten feet in height.  Surface and ladder fuels will be reduced or modified by mastication, 
chipping, or by hand cutting with chipping or pile burning.  Mastication may be conducted by a variety of track laying 
type tractors. Hand work for chipping, as well as lopping and scattering will be conducted by hand crews using 
chainsaws and other hand tools.  Trees up to 12-inches in diameter at breast height (dbh), surface fuels and ladder 
fuels will be treated to achieve a target residual tree spacing of 25 to 35-feet between crowns. Residual trees will be 
pruned to a height of approximately 8 to 10-feet above ground level. Dead trees of any size may be felled and chipped, 
piled, or masticated. Masticated or chipped material will be left on site. The reduction in vegetation will restore or 
create a shaded fuel break condition that will minimize fire behavior and create a stand structure that is resistant to 
stand replacing fires. 
 
Reasons Project is Exempt: This project fits under 15304- Minor Alterations to Land.  The project will consist of 
removing surface and ladder fuels to maintain an existing fuel break. The project is located in an urban interface 
area. The project will maintain or create an open stand condition. The project will not involve the removal of mature 
or scenic trees.  Stand health will be improved by removing dead, dying, and suppressed trees and brush, and 
increasing growing space for mature, healthy dominant and co-dominant trees.  Sensitive species will not be 
impacted by the proposed project.  The project was designed to avoid adverse impacts to watercourses.  Mastication 
and chipping will leave a layer of organic material that will provide excellent erosion control.  The project was 
carefully designed to avoid adverse impacts to archaeological resources. The project is also designed to reduce 
hazardous fuel loading in a strategic area around the greater Big Hill, Columbia, and North Bald Mountain Road 
areas, and will make Tuolumne County more resilient regarding wildfires. 
Field review by TCRCD staff confirmed that no exceptions apply that would preclude the use of a Notice of 
Exemption for this project. TCRCD has concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to 
aesthetics, agriculture and forestland/timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, energy, 
geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land 
use planning, mineral resources, noise, populations and housing, public services, recreation, transportation/ traffic, 
utilities and service systems, or to wildfire. Documentation of the environmental review completed by the Tuolumne 
County Resource Conservation District, 81 N. Washington Street, Sonora, CA 95370.   
 
Attest: I, Lindsay Mattos, District Manager, Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District, do herby certify that 
the Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District approved this Notice of Exemption on the 12th day of January 
2026 by the following vote: 
 
Ayes ____    Noes ____    Abstentions ____    Absent _____ 
 
____________________________________ Lindsay Mattos, District Manager, TCRCD 
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